
 
 

 2017 Project Support II – Panel Results and Comments 

 Burten, Bell, Carr Development, Inc. 

 
  

 

Your Project Title: 12th Annual Ward 5 Community Family Festival and Parade 

Your Project Summary: The 12th Annual Ward 5 Community Family Festival and Parade is a one-day event 

that celebrates and highlights the re-birth of the Kinsman and Central neighborhoods of Ward 5.  This 

event includes a parade and festival with cultural entertainment, games, and activities for the “youthful 

and young at heart”, vendors, food and non-food service providers, and health screenings. 

Final Score: Yes. Overall, the panel found that the applicant provided evidence throughout the application 

that the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $5000 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     

Samuel Sellers 
(Brooklyn, NY) 

Grace Kewl-Durfey 
(Fort Lauderdale, FL) 

Jared Shenk  
(St. Paul, MN) 

Lindsay So 
(Philadelphia, PA) 

Miguel Rodriguez 
(Boston, MA) 

 

Below you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the question: 

With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s three 

funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin    Roshi Ahmadian 
manager – project support  associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org     rahmadian@cacgrants.org 

 216-515-8303 x101   216-515-8303 x109  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2017%20PS%20II%20Panel%20Guide%20for%20Web%20with%20Panelists.pdf
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Score: Yes 

Comment: Public benefit is clear.  It would be helpful to share how the festival has evolved over the past 

10 years, this would help readers understand how it has developed over time. I also suggest including 

more information about the audition process. Have there ever been open auditions to increase the pool 

of artists who have access to paid opportunities?  It would be great to increase the number of these kinds 

of opportunities available and would produce an even more substantive project. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: This application meets the criteria for funding. The proposed project seems to have an 

important historical tradition of the targeted neighborhood, and the number of expected participants is 

impressive. The proposed budget is detailed and balanced. Although the Marketing costs (at 28%) seem 

high, they do provide an explanation to what the costs are associated with, which makes sense.  This 

application would benefit from a more detailed explanation of the specific cultural elements to be 

presented and the impact of the talent in the success of the event, as well as its connection to the 

community served. 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: This event seems like it holds the potential to be a great day for the FISH community. The 

proposal is somewhat lacking in clarity around the connection between the purposing of CAC funding and 

the community itself. It is clear that the funds would be used to cover the costs of hiring entertainment 

and sound, but the phrasing "bringing in bands...that will represent the cultural history of the 

neighborhood" is lacking in specificity that reflects a desire to source entertainment directly from the 

community, or even explore that possibility. With more detail around the entertainment and how it 

connects to the community, in terms of both personnel and cultural history, this application could meet 

a higher standard. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, this applicant meets the funding criteria. The application demonstrates a genuine 

connection to the local community through both public and private partnerships with key stakeholders 

and a range of community members, all with the central focus of creating a public benefit that is easily 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 4 
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accessible. The request for these funds to support local artists also shows how you will help create a 

vibrant neighborhood event with an assets-based approach. And your diverse funding streams to support 

such a large event show not only your strong organizational planning, but also your connections with 

various stakeholders, all grounded in community. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: The application satisfies the funding criteria. That the community is involved throughout the 

planning process is a demonstration of public benefit, as well as the integration of the cultural and history 

of the community into the festival and parade to ensure accurate representation. The expressed 

community interest, as well as the increase in agencies, stakeholders and businesses involved every year 

shows that the event is valuable for multiple groups. There are many stakeholders and local businesses 

and it is good to see that they are all involved somehow. There seems to be some confusion in the set 

goal for the project, which cannot be measured. A goal related to attendance or impact would have been 

more helpful in communicating the organization's interest in measuring their progress and continued 

improvement related to what the grant would be supporting. The bi-weekly committee meetings and 

distinction of responsibilities demonstrate the experience and capacity of the organization to implement 

the project. I do appreciate the bands are local; engaging talented artists to energize the neighborhood 

during the festival satisfies the cultural vibrancy criteria. 

 

 

Panelist 5 


